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One in Five People With Hep C Likely
Have Advanced Liver Disease

[x]a significant proportion of people with undiagnosed hepatitis C virus (HCV) likely have advanced
liver disease and are in relatively urgent need of treatment, aidsmap reports. Researchers
conducted a cross-sectional survey of participants in the National Health and Nutritional
Examination Survey (NHANES) and presented their findings at the 50th International Liver
Congress in Vienna, Austria.

Out of 62,000 adults in NHANES, 45,000 have been tested for hep C. A total of 420 have chronic
hep C, of whom 417 had AST and ALT liver enzyme measurements (which help indicate liver
health) and 163 had responded to questions about their hep C awareness.

Forty-nine percent of the 163 individuals did not previously know they had hep C.

A respective 14.5 percent, 40.3 percent, 45.2 percent of those who knew they were HCV-positive
had a high, intermediate and low probability of having advanced fibrosis. Among those who did not
know they had hep C, a respective 19.1 percent, 30.9 percent and 50 percent had a high,

intermediated and low probability of having advanced fibrosis.

To read the aidsmap story, click here.



http://www.hepmag.com/conference/easl2015.shtml
http://www.aidsmap.com/Advanced-liver-damage-is-common-in-people-with-undiagnosed-hepatitis-C-in-US-survey/page/2964824/

