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For years, my hepatitis C genotype was
la: now it is 1b. Is this a new Iinfection?

Lucinda K. Porter RN

Unless you have a risk factor for a new hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection, it is probably not new. A
more likely explanation is that you have had more than one HCV genotype all along. When there
are multiple genotypes, typically the genotype test shows whichever genotype is predominant,
and sometimes these can switch.

Having more than one HCV genotype is not rare. In fact, studies estimate the rate of this
occurrence to be between 5% and 10%. When multiple genotypes show up during testing, your
medical provider chooses medications meant to treat the genotypes you have. If you are treated
with medications that are active only against certain genotypes, this could allow others to become
dominant. Fortunately, many of the latest HCV medicines treat all genotypes.

For more information about hepatitis C and its genotypes, click here.
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