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Early this month, death entered the rooms of the Hep Forum. One of our members lost her mother. She
believed this death was caused by the hepatitis C treatment, Sovaldi. Her elderly, but active mother had
completed treatment a few months earlier, but never quite recovered. Her grief was deep, but her
concern that others might be harmed was equally strong, and she sounded the alarm bells, warning
people about Sovaldi.
I can’t comment on the cause of her mother’s death, as this is for doctors, and perhaps the courts to
decide.  I just don’t know. However, I do take these warnings seriously, so I reviewed Sovaldi’s safety
data, and to my knowledge, there are no reports of death.
However, I had made a mistake--the member’s mother hadn’t only taken Sovaldi; she had also taken
Olysio.  I got sidetracked by the member’s blaming Sovaldi, and it didn’t occur to me to look up Olysio.
What prompted me to further investigate this was news of three deaths in Japan associated with
Janssen’s Sovriad, known as Olysio in the US, and Galexos in Canada. These three brand names are
generic simeprevir, aka simeprevir sodium in Japan. Each capsule contains 154.4 mg of simeprevir
sodium salt, which is equivalent to 150 mg of simeprevir.
There were four deaths reported in simeprevir clinical trials conducted in the U.S. The causes of death
were ruled as unrelated, and included the following: 1) bacterial meningitis and brain hemorrhage; 2)
colon cancer; 3) presumed cardiopulmonary event; 4) bilateral pneumonia and septic shock. 
The deaths in Japan had clearer associations to liver and kidney disease.  The deceased were in their 40’s
to 60’s. Bilirubin was elevated in all three deaths.  
What You Can Do
If you haven’t started hepatitis C treatment yet, consider your options. Fortunately, we have other
hepatitis C treatment choices, now that Harvoni is FDA approved. Harvoni has clear benefits over Olysio,
not just in safety, but in efficacy. In Harvoni studies, although there were elevations in bilirubin, the
adverse events were mild and there were no deaths. 
If you are already taking Olysio, keep in mind that this info is preliminary. We will see what the FDA
warns in the U.S. On one hand, the risk of death from hepatitis C is real, and the death rate from Sovriad
was low at one per 6300. This is still alarming, and it wouldn’t hurt to be sure your medical provider has
read the Blue Letter issued in Japan. 
Your doctor should be watching your bilirubin levels, but it is a good idea that you watch them too. If your
bilirubin rises, talk to your doctor immediately about these reports. Do not let your medical care fall
through the cracks. 
We want all of us to make it to the end, not just alive, but alive and hepatitis C-free.

© 2026 Smart + Strong All Rights Reserved.

http://beta.docker.hepmag.com/blogger/lucindakporter
http://forums.hepmag.com/index.php?action=forum
http://www.hepmag.com/articles/Olysio_deaths_2501_26345.shtml
http://www.olysio.com/
http://blogs.hepmag.com/lucindakporter/2014/10/harvoni_what_you_nee.html
http://www.pmda.go.jp/english/service/pdf/letter/141024-sovriad.pdf


http://beta.docker.hepmag.com/blog/hepatitis-c-treatmen-5


